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Records of the Porifera found in Tasmanian waters are very scanty both as 
regards species to be encountered and the distribntion in Tasmania of species known 
from the continent of Australia. Several expeditions, notably the ‘ Challenger’, 
‘Endeavour’ and Australian Antarctic Expeditions, have conducted dredging 
operations off our coasts and the results of these have appeared in the reports 
issued. The results of sporadic collecting are also to be found in numerous scattered 
papers, as well as collected works and monographs. 


The notes that follow have been compiled from various such sources and in 
addition contain new records. These new records are all from S. E. Tasmania, the 
localities being Blackman’s Bay, the Derwent Estuary, D'Entreeasteaux Channel, 
Carlton, Roaring Beach, Seven Mile Beach and South Arm. The Blackman’s Bay 
referred to is that on the estuary of the River Derwent and not the bay of that 
name on the East Coast. 


The list includes species which are found in the waters of Bass Straits but 
does not include those species found in the Dependency of Macquarie Island, although 
a species may be noted as also to be found in that area. Species which have been 
given indefinite localities, such as Aplysina higginsii Lendenfeld from Australian 
Seas (British Museum Collection), have not been ineluded in the lists. 


It will be seen that the distribution of the Tasmanian Porifera is not well 
known. The larger proportion of records for Bass Straits and the East Coast 
reflects the amount of collecting in these areas. Moreover, the littoral sponges are 
virtually unknown exeept for a few species recorded from the southern shores 
where, however, the sponge fauna is not very rich due to the behaviour of the tides. 
In D'Entrecasteanx Channel sponges are very plentiful but there are few species— 
as yet dredging has been carried out only over the scallop beds but it is hoped to 
make hauls in other places in the near future. 


Order CALCAREA 


Grantessa hirsuta (Carter). 


Recorded from Hobart, Dendy, 1893. 
Leucandra alcicornis (Gray). 
Dredged in Bass Straits. Dendy, 1893. 
Leucandra amorpha (Polejaeff). 
Dredged three miles off Maria Island. Shaw, 1927. 
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Leucandra pandora (Haeckel). 


Dredged in Bass Straits. Dendy, 
Leucandra pumila (Bowerbank). 

Dredged in Bass Straits. = * Dendy, 
Leucilla saccharata (Haeckel). 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Ridley, 
Leucosolenia tripodifera Carter. 

Dredged off Kent Island, Bass Straits. Dendy, 
Leucosolenia yentricosa (Carter). 

Dredged off Tasmania.  . : Dendy, 
Paraleucilla cucumis (Haeckel). 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Dendy, 
Sycetta primitiva Haeckel. 

Dredged in Bass Straits. b Dendy, 
Sycon arboreum (Haeckel). 

Dredged off Moncoeur Island, Bass Straits. - Polejaeff, 
Sycon gelatinosum (Blainville). 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Dendy, 
Sycon raphanus Schmidt. 

King Island, Bass Straits. Dendy, 


Order TETRAXONIDA 


Acanthella hircinopsis Carter. 


Dredged off Maria Island. Burton, 
Acanthella stipitata Carter, 

Bass Straits. Carter, 
Anthastra communis Sollas. 

Dredged off East Moncoeur Island. Sollas, 


? Arenochalina mirabilis Lendenfeld. 
Dried specimen on shore, Seven Mile Beach. (Ident.: Dr Burton). 
Callyspongia diffusa (Ridley). 
Growing in fronds of Rhaphidophlus typicus var. 
? obesus Hallman at Seven Mile Beach, April 1948. 
(Ident.: Dr Burton). 
Callyspongia ramosa Gray. 


Dredged off Maria Island. Burton, 
Chalina sp. 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Ridley and Dendy, 
Chalina pergamentacea Ridley. 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Ridley and Dendy, 
Chalinopsilla arbcrea var. ramosa (Marshall). i 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Marshall, 

Dredged off East Moncoeur Island. Polejactf, 


Washed on shorc at Blackman's Bay, May 1948. 
Chalinopsilla australis var. reticulata Lendenfeld. 


Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Chondropsis kirkii (Carter), 
Dredged off Maria Island. Burton, 


Clathria costifera Hallmann. 
Dredged off east coast of Flinders Island. Hallmann, 


1893. 
1893. 
1884. 
1891. 
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1893. 
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1893. 


1938. 
1881. 


1888. 
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Clathria elegantula Ridley and Dendy. 
Dredged off East Moncoeur Island, Bass Straits. 
Clathria rubens (Lendenfeld). 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. 
Dredged off Maria Island. 
Clathria transiens Hallman, 


Dredged 8 miles north of Maria Island, East Coast. 


Dredged off Devonport. 
Cliona vastilicata Hancock. 
Dredged near Maria Island. 
Crella inerustans (Carter). 
Dredged ncar Maria Island, East Coast. 


Washed on the shore, Seven Mile Beach, April 1948. 


Crella inerustans var. digitata Hallmann. 
Dredged Oyster Bay, East Coast. 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. 

Dendoricella schmidtii (Ridley). 

On red weed debris at Blackman’s Bay, April 1948. 
Burton). 

Echinochalina carteri Ridley and Dendy. 
Dredged in 38 fathoms, Bass Straits. 

Echinochalina glabra Ridley and Dendy. 
Dredged otf East Moncoeur Island. 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. 

Echinochalina intermedia (Whitelegge). 
Dredged 3 miles off Maria Island. 

Echinochalina reticulata Whitelegge. 
Dredged off east coast of Flinders Island. 

Echinoclathria arenifera Ridley and Dendy. 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. 

Echinoclathria favus (Carter). 

i Dredged otf East Moncoeur Island. 
Dredged off Devonport. 
Echinoclathria rotinda Hallmann. 


Ridley and Dendy, 


Shaw, 
Burton, 


Shaw, 
Hallmann, 


Burton, 


Burton, 


Hallmann, 
Shaw, 


(Ident.: Dr 


Ridley and Dendy, 


Ridley and Dendy, 
Shaw, 


Shaw, 
Hallmann, 
Shaw, 


Ridley and Dendy, 
Hallmann, 


Large masses round stones dredged in 10 fathoms in D’Entre- 
easteaux Channel, January 1948. (Ident.: Dr Burton). 


Echinodictyum bilamellatum (Lamarck), 
Dredged off Maria Island. 
Esperella arenicola Ridley and Dendy. 
Dredged off East Moncoeur Island, Bass Straits. 
Gelliodes fibulata Ridley. 
Recorded in Bass Straits 
Haliclona corticata (Lendenfeld). 


Burton, 
Ridley und Dendy, 


Ridley, 


Washed ashore on red weed debris, Blackman’s Bay, April 


1948. (Ident.: Dr Burton). 
Hamigera dendyi Shaw. 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. 
Hymeniacidon perlevis (Montagu). 
Below stones Seven Mile Beach, Blackman’s 


D'Entrecasteaux Channel. (Ident.: Dr Burton). 


Shaw, 


Bay and 
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Jaspis stellifera (Carter). 


Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Mycale obscura Carter. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Mycale parasitica var. arenosa Hentschel. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Mycale raphidiophora Hentschel. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Ophlitaspongia chalinoides (Carter). 

Dredged near Maria Island. Burton, 
Ophlitaspongia inornata Hallman. 

Dredged near Maria Island. Burton, 
Pachychalina elongata Ridley and Dendy. 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Ridley and Dendy, 
Pachychalina ? punctata Ridley and Dendy. 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Ridley and Dendy, 
Phakellia flabellata Carter. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 


Phorbas arborescens (Ridley). 
Washed ashore on Seven Mile Beach, April 1948. (Ident.: 
Dr Burton). 
Phoriospongia reticulum Marshall. 


Dredged in Bass Straits. Marshall, 
Phoriospongia solida Marshall. 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Marshall, 
Pilechrota lendenfeldi Sollas. 

Dredged off East Moncoeur Island, Bass Straits. Sollas, 
Plumulchalichondria purpurea Carter. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Flinders Island. Shaw, 
Polymastia craticia Hallman. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Psammastra murrayi Sollas. 

Dredged off East Moncoeur Island. Sollas, 


Psammochela rigida (Bowerbank). 
Found on red weed debris, Blackman's Bay, April 1948. 
(Ident.: Dr Burton). 
Raspailia cacticutis (Carter). 


Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Rhabdosigma mammillata (Whitelegge). 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 


Rhaphidophlus paucispinus Lendenfeld. 
Washed ashore on Seven Mile Beach, April 1948. 
Rhaphidophlus typicus var. favosus Whitelegge. 
Dredged in Oyster Bay, East Coast. Hallmann, 
Rhaphidophlus typicus var. ? obesus Hallmann. 
Washed ashore on Seven Mile Beach, April 1948. 
Rhaphidophlus typicus var. proximus Hallmann. 


Dredged off Maria Island. Burton, 
Rhaphidophlus typicus var. stellifer Hallmann. 
Dredged off east coast of Flinders Island, Hallmann, 


Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 


1880. 
1880. 
1888. 
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Rhaphoxya typica Hallmann. 
Under stones and rocks at Carlton and Seven Mile Beach. 
(Ident.: Dr Burton). 


Rhizaxinella radiata Hentschel. 


Dredged off Maria Island. 2 Burton, 
Sigmosceptrella fibrosa Dendy. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Siphonochalina annulata Ridley and Dendy. ` 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Ridley and Dendy, 
Spirastrella massa Ridley and Dendy. 

Dredged in Bass Straits. Ridley and Dendy, 


Spirastrella solida Ridley and Dendy. 
Massive inerustations on stones dredged in 10 fathoms in 
the D'Entreeasteaux Channel, January 1948.  (Ident.: 
Dr Burton). 


Stelletta communis (Sollas). 


Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 

Dredged near Maria Island. Burton, 
Stelletta parvispicula (Sollas). 

Dredged near Maria Island. ' Burton, 
Suberites antareticus Carter. 

Dredged 8 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Suberites caminatus Ridley and Dendy. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Suberites carnosus (Johnston). 

On a Pecten shell, dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 


On Clausinella placida Philippi (Mollusca-Pelecypoda) at 
Roaring Beaeh and South Arm. (Ident.: Dr Burton). 
Suberites difficilis Dendy var. à 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. i à Shaw, 
Tedania bispinata Hentschel. 
On red weed debris, Blackman’s Bay, April 1948. 
(Ident.: Dr Burton). 
Tedania commixta Ridley and Dendy. 


Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. : ` Shaw, 
Tedania digitata Schmidt. 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 


Tethya diploderma Schmidt. 
In sheltered roek elefts in Derwent Estuary (Ident.: Dr Burton). 


Tetrapocillon novae-zealandiae Brondsted. 
Dredged in 10 fathoms in D'Entrecasteaux Channel, January 
1948. (Ident.: Dr Burton). 


Wilsonella dura (Whitelegge). 


Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
Wilsonella oxyphila Hallmann. 
Dredged ? Oyster Bay. Hallmann, 


Wilsonella pyramida (Lendenfeld). : 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 
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Order EUCERATOSA 


Aulena gigantea Lendenfeld. 

Dredged off Maria Island. Burton, 1938. 
Aulena gigantea var. micropora Lendenfeld. 

On red weed debris, Blackman’s Bay. 
Aulena laxa Lendenfeld. 


Dredged off Maria Island. Burton, 1938. 
Coscinoderma pyriforme (Hyatt). : 

Tasmania (British Museum Collection). Lendenfeld, 1889. 
Dendrilla cavernosa Lendenfeld. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 1927. 
Dendrilla rosea Lendenfeld. 

Bass Straits, Selenka, 1867. 
Fasciospongia conulata var. australis (Lendenfeld). 

Dredged near Maria Island. Burton, 1938. 
Fasciospongia fovea (Lendenfeld). 

Tasmania, Lendenfeld, 1889. 

Australia—all coasts. Burton, 1934. 
Hippospongia equina var. elastica (Schmidt). 

Tasmania (British Museum Collection). Lendenfeld, 1889. 
Hippospongia galea (Lendenfeld). 

Tasmania (British Museum Collection). Lendenfeld, 1889. 
Hircinia muscarum (Schmidt). 

Dredged off East Moneoeur Island. Polejaeff, 1884. 
Leiosella illawarra Lendenfeld. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 1927. 
Leiosella levis (Lendenfeld). 

Tasmania (British Museum Collection). Lendenfeld, 1889. 
Oligeceras foliaceum (Polejaeff). A 

Bass Straits and dredged off East Moncoeur Island. Polejaeff, 1884. 
Psammopemma densum Marshall. 

Tasmania, Marshall, 1880. 
Sigmatella anstralis var, tubaria (Carter). 

Bass Straits. Marshall, 1880. 


Weed debris, Blackman’s Bay, April 1948. 
Sigmatella corticata Lendenfeld. 
Bass Straits. Marshall, 1880 
Dredged in 10 fathoms in D’Entreeasteaux Channel and on 
red weed debris, Blaekman's Bay. (Ident.: Dr Burton). 
Sigmatella corticata var. elegans (Bowerbank). 
In weed debris, Blackman’s Bay, April 1948. 


Sigmatella corticata var. papillosa Lendenfeld. 


Bass Straits. Marshall, 1880. 
Spongelia elastica var. crassa Dendy. 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 1927. 
Spongelia elegans Nardo. 1 

Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 1927. 


Spongelia hirciniformis (Carter). 
Dredged 3 miles north of Maria Island. Shaw, 1927. 
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Spongelia horrens Selenka. 


Bass Straits. Lendenfeld, 1889. 
Stelospongia canalis Lendenfeld. 

Tasmania. Lendenfeld, 1889. 
Thorecta byssoides (Lamarck). 4 

Tasmania (British Museum Collection). f ' Lendenfeld, 1889. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PORIFERA 


CALCAREA Ae AU South West 
Grantessa hirsuta (Carter) x 
Leucandra alcicornis (Gray) x 
amorpha (Polejaeft) x 
pandora (Hacckel) x 
pumila (Bowerbank) x 
Leucilla saccharata (Haeckel) d x 
Leucosolenia tripodifera Carter x 
ventricosa (Carter) (Tasmania) 
Paraleucilla cucumis (Haeckel) xe 
Sycetta primitiva Haeckel x 
Sycon arboreum (Haeckel) X 
gelatinosum (Blainville) x 
raphanus Schmidt X 
TETRAXONIDA 
Acanthella hircinopsis Carter x 
stipitata Carter x 
Anthastra communis Sollas x 
? Arenochalina mirabilis Lendenfeld Dc 
Callyspongia diffusa (Ridley) s x 
ramosa Gray x 
Chalina sp. pc 
pergamentacca, Ridley X 
Chalinopsilla arborca var. ramosa (Marshall) x x 
australis var. reticulata Lend. , x 
Chondropsis kirkii (Carter) x 
Clathria costifera Hallmann x 
clegantula Ridley & Dendy x 
rubens (Lendenfeld) x 
transicns Hallmann x x 
Cliona vastilicata Hancock x 
Crella incrustans (Carter) x X 
incrustans var. digitata Hall. x X 


Dendoricclla. schmidtii (Ridley) X 
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S 
Echinochalina earteri Ridley & Dendy x 
glabro Ridley & Dendy x Ed 
intermedia (Whitelegge) Xx 
reticulata Whitelegge x 
Echinoelathria arenifera R. & Dendy ES 
favus (Carter) x 
votinda Hallmann x 
Echinodietywm bilamellatum (Lam.) x 
Esperella arenieola Ridley & Dendy x 
Gelliodes fibulata Ridley x 
Haliclona eortieata, (Lendenfeld) x 
Hamigera dendyi Shaw x 
Hymeniaeidon perlevis (Montagu) x 
Jaspis stellifera (Carter) x 
Myeale obscura Carter x 
parasitica var. arenosa Hents. x 
raphidiophora Hentschel X 
Ophlitaspongia ehalinoides (Carter) x 
inornata Hallmann x 
Paehychalina clongata Ridley & Dendy x 
?punetata Ridley & Dendy X 
Phakellia flabellata Carter x z 
Phorbas arborescens (Ridley) ER 
Phoriospongia solida Marshall x 
retieulum Marshall X 
Pilochrota leadenfeldi Sollas x 
Plumulohaltiehondria purpurea Carter $a 
Polymastia craticia Hallmann 5x 
Psammastra murrayi Sollas x 
Psammochela vigida (Bowerbank) x 
Raspailia eaeticutis (Carter) x 
Rhabdosigma mammillata (Whitelegge) X 
Rhaphidophlus paucispinus Lendenfeld i 
typicus var. favosus Whit. x: 
typieus var. ?obesus Hall. x 
typicus var. proximus Hall. x 
typicus var. stellifer Hall. x x 
Rhapoxya typiea Hallmann X 
Rhizaxinella radiata Hentschel x 
Sigmosceptrella fibrosa Dendy Do 
Siphonochalina annulata Ridley & Dendy X 
Spirastrella massa Ridley & Dendy 
solida Ridley & Dendy x 
Stelletta eommunis (Sollas) x 


parvispicula (Sollas) x 


ERIC R. GUILER 


Suberites antarcticus Carter 
caminatus Ridley & Dendy 
carnosus (Johnston) 
difficilis Dendy 

Tedania bispinata Hentsehel 
commixta Ridley & Dendy 

digitata Sehmidt 

Tcthya diploderma Sehmidt 

Tetrapocillon novae-zcalandiae Bron. 

Wilsonella dura (Whitelegge) 

oxyphila Halimann 
pyramida (Lendenfeld) 


EUCERATOSA 
Aulena gigantea Lendenfeld 
gigantea var. micropora Lenden. 
laxa Lendenfeld 
Coscinoderma pyriforme (Hyatt) 
Dendrilla cavernosa Lendenfeld 
rosea Lendenfeld 
Fasciospongia conulata var. australis (Lenden.) 
fovea (Lendenfeld) 
Hippospongia equina var. elastiea (Sehmidt) 
galea (Lendenfeld) 
Hircinia muscarum (Sehmidt) 
Leiosella illawarra Lendenfeld 
levis (Lendenfeld) 
Oligoceras foliaceum (Polejaeff) 
Psammopemma densum Marshall 
Sigmatella australis var. tubaria (Carter) 
corticata Lendenfeld 
corticata var, elegans (Bowerbank) 
corticata var. papillosa Lendenfeld 
Spongelia elastica var. crassa Dendy 
elegans Nardo 
hirciniformis (Carter) 
horrens Selenka 
Stelospongia canalis Lendenfeld 
Thorecta byssoides (Lam.) 
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Strait South West 


(Tasmania) 


(Tasmania) 
(Tasmania) 
(Tasmania) 


x 


(Tasmania) 
x 
(Tasmania) 


x 


Ll 


x x 


x 
(Tasmania) 


(Tasmania) 
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